












OCTOBER 8 & DECEMBER 10, 2024
8:00PM

Enjoy the soulful sounds and musical virtuosity 
of Canada’s best jazz musicians on The Rose 
Mainstage, accompanied by the B-JAZZED
Orchestra, a 16-piece big band comprised of 
incredible talent from Brampton and beyond.

B-JAZZED
CURATED BY CARMEN SPADA
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Darius Jones                                             

Thollem McDonas                                   

Lonnie Plaxico                                         
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 Ava Mendoza    
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Marshall Allen

James Blood Ulmer

Hamid Drake
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So here we are our 161st issue, and as I’ve said many times before, a real battle in trying to 
get cost price advertising.  Once again, I do want to thank the superior advertisers, who do 
have something worth while to promote. Especially in the Jazz, Blues or Latin vein.  My 
thousands of readers both online, and hard copy continue to ask me what’s going on?.  My 
response, as always, is “what you see is what I get’.  Veteran freelance entertainments, and 
jazz photographer, Barry Thomson, is all over the place.  He supplies me with excellent 
photos. I will certainly give the venue where he took them full credit  “IF” they advertise with 
us.  That’s the end of this topic, although it just doesn’t seem to get through to some, that 
“Free Non Profit” publications survive on advertising.
                                                                   On the bright side, it was really nice getting 
together with, Frank Francis ,owner of now closed ,Trane Studio Jazz Club on Bathurst St.  
This event was the  Caliban Arts Theatre, Contxt Jazz Festival which Frank is president.   As 
always he is the most congenial host you could wish for.  For this occasion he had brought in 
top notch jazz artists, including acclaimed saxophonist, David Murray.  Chatting to, David I 
learned he had just come off a May 21st - 26th  sold out performances at New York’s, Village 
Vanguard Jazz Club.  He also had a new CD. David Murray Quartet – FRANCESCA , worth 
adding to your collection.  Another big name on the bill, was Kahil El Zabar, this muti talented 
percussionist, vocalist, and composer had just returned from Paris , France.  Among other 
choice local players on hand included, trumpeter, Brownman Ali, and brother,  saxophonist, 
Marcus Ali.
                                                             Recently we have seen a spate of “Tribute” concerts, 
all which are usually sold out.  However, in a way they represent how many superb artists we 
have lost over the years. These “Tribute” concerts do indeed keep the memory of them alive.
Full marks to the entertainment venues who are doing just that. Although I would like to see 
more “Tributes” to the many, many, legendary jazz musicians we have lost.  As usual 
commercial music gets first place.  Jazz is truly a unique music, and therefore attracts those 
who gravitate to it’s sound. Which are not in the realm of commercial music. I happened to 
like it, when I first heard it, at age 15. a long, long, long time ago.
           
             The best of Bebop, wherever you can find it.
                                                              Most of all the Best of Health.
                                                              Dave Milbourne

Deadline date for November /December 2024/ January 2025 is October 14th

JJ Johnston
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