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Publisher's View
Well here we are again, now in our 26th year, and I am continually asked “are you a masochist?”.
Needless to say that is a valid question, considering the lack of support I've had over the past 26 years.
I guess thinking about a world without jazz, blues or Latin music is depressing, so I'm doing my part in keeping
it alive. If the clubs, theaters and other entertainment venues don't have anything to promote, that's not my
problem. For instance, in this issue you will find only one prominent establishment in this city that has
anything to offer. Toronto's # 1 jazz club the Jazz Bistro. In fact when I asked photographer, Barry
Thomson where his three pages of Barry's Choice photos came from, he said, the Jazz Bistro! We continue
to keep our advertising rates at cost and unlike some don't have any wealthy sponsors. Although do have
some who have the audacity to ask for free ads or contribute to them, what a nerve. All my spare money goes
into our publication also to support my family in Cuba. Cuba has had to endure the longest, cruelest embargo
in history, over 50 years. Imposed by the U.S.A. , population of 330 million against Cuba's 11 million
inhabitants. Now if that's not a “crime against humanity” then I don't know what is. I have lined up with the
Cubans for bread and meat, often to get to the front of the line and find nothing is left. I thought I was back in
wartime Britain, and for a short time post war , doing the same thing with my mother. For a short time under
President Obama things started to improve in Cuba, the Cubans were beginning to see light at the end of the
tunnel. That all ended when the wannabe dictator Donald Trump got elected. He undid all the good Obama
had done, in fact he tightened the screws even more. My family there now asks “do you think that President
Joe Biden will make things better for us?” Unfortunately he hasn't , just sat on his hands. I guess he's worried
about the very wealthy voters in Florida, shameful.
Now back to Toronto and we all hope that covid is slowly being eradicated. Although I don't think we
should rush things, otherwise we could be back to square one. My praise to all our health workers, they are
true heroes. Bearing in mind the stress they have been under. Not to mention the abuse they have had to
take from a bunch of ignoramuses. Regarding wearing masks, it might be a wise thing to continue with the
high pollution in this city. I'm in the Yonge & Eglington
area, it's terrible due to the unfettered construction.
Even on the 22nd floor, if you leave the windows
open,the place gets covered in dust. Remember that
is what you are breathing in, heaven help if you have
a respiratory problem. We sure need more green
space,but the politicians are just not listening. Talk a
lot, but that's about it, what else is new......
Wherever you can find good music, support it!
Best of health , Best of Bebop.
Dave Milbourne
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